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[5] To the Reverend Father, Father Claude de
Lingendes, Provincial of the Society of

JESUS in the Province of France.

M Y REVEREND FATHER,

The Relation of the Hurons which I send to
your Reverence will show you the discomfiture and

desolation of those poor upper nations, the massacre of the

flower of our Christians, the glorious death of three of
their Pastors, and their retreat with a part of their flock

into an Island of their great lake.
After all, the Baptism of more than two thousand Sav-

ages, and the courage and hope for the future wherewith
God fills the minds and hearts of all those who are among
the Hurons, cause me to hope much for the future.

[6] Monsieur d'Ailleboust:, our Governor, has done his
utmost to help the country on this occasion, sending thither
forces and munitions to resist the enemies: about sixty
Frenchmen have gone up thither this year in two bands,
the first of which was to return this Autumn, and the
other to winter in the country. We do not yet know the
outcome of their journey; I pray God that it be fortunate.

I do not send for this year any other relation to Your
Reverence than that of the Hurons,— not that we lack

cause for furnishing as-much consolation as ever to Your
Reverence in regard to the Missions down here, where the
Savage Christians are increasing in number and in virtue
beyond all our hopes,—but in order to interrupt the course
of the usual Relations for this lower region. Their
continuation without intermission, particularly on the


